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“Multilingualism in the 17th-century Europe”
At the start of the 17th century, Latin was still Europe's most important lingua franca, but around
the turn of the 18th, it had already been replaced in various domains by French. Moreover, other
vernaculars were making headway in areas that had previously been dominated by Latin: internal
and external administration, economic transactions, the school system and belles lettres. The
military (mercenaries) also were multinational and spoke a number of languages. This discourse
will take a look at the regulations concerning the “administrative languages” of the Holy Roman
Empire and introduce a language manual from the time of the Thirty Years’ War intended for
teaching German to French-speaking officers.
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